
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

covivio.eu  
Follow us on Twitter @covivio_ 
and on the following networks 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Paris, 9th June 2020 

Covivio announces results of architectural competition 
for future development in Leipzig 

 
HENN agency designated as the winner of the competition 

by a jury of experts 
 
 
HENN Architects Munich was chosen to design the architectural project for Covivio's future development 
in Leipzig, which involves the creation of two offices high-rise buildings with a total surface of around 
30,000 m² and up to 17-storey. The redevelopment of this site, owned by Covivio and located close to 
Leipzig's central station, is a strategic project for the municipality, which wants to make it the new 
gateway to the city centre. 
 
Given the location and visibility of this site and in connection with the city of Leipzig, Covivio has chosen 
to launch an architectural and urban development competition. Ten national and international 
architectural firms participated in this competition. It was at the end of the second round that the jury, 
chaired by Professor Jörg Springer and composed of eight members, including Dorothee Dubrau, Mayor 
of Leipzig, selected by a large majority the project of HENN Architects: "The jury welcomes the urbanistic 
setting of two non-orthogonal, interlocking towers connected by a two-storey base. The result is an open, 
multi-perspective urban space, connected to the Westin Hotel as naturally as the shore situation along 
the Parthe", the jury said. 
 
The subject of the consultation was the urban redevelopment of the area, as well as the creation of a 
new office complex on the site of the current car park of the Westin Hotel. The latter, as well as the plot 
in question, have been owned by Covivio since 2016, which is thus enhancing the value of this site by 
mobilizing its various areas of expertise in Europe. 
 
"Today, the convergence between our different real estate products is increasingly strong. Offices, 
hotels and residential real estate all share a common goal: to translate and embody new ways of 
working, travelling and living by leveraging synergies of uses," said Marcus Bartenstein, co-CEO 
Germany of Covivio. "Our expertise spans the entire value chain of a real estate project: from design 
and technical development to asset and property management.” 
"Creating open projects and lively neighbourhoods is Covivio's ambition. To achieve this, we are 
capitalizing on our partnership approach and our 360° European expertise," says Norman Weichhardt, 
Managing Director Development Germany at Covivio. "In close cooperation with the public authorities, 
our project is to create a new generation office complex with innovative working spaces, an open ground 
floor including catering, services and local shops, with local stakeholders in a short circuit logic". 
 
Prof. Jörg Springer (Springer Architekten, Berlin), chairman of the jury, comments: "Next to the Westin 
Hotel, the two towers linked by a common base create a perfectly coherent whole. Contemporary 
architecture and post-war style come together in a natural way". 
The City of Leipzig also welcomes the result of the competition. Dorothee Dubrau, Mayor and 
Councillor for Urban Development and Building of the City of Leipzig, thanks all participating architects 
for their commitment and the quality of their projects: "With this strong signal made up of two buildings, 
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the architectural project is a concrete example of the future of Leipzig. The new space thus created is 
the perfect starting point for the future developments of this emblematic site.” 
 
Covivio will now continue exchanges with the HENN agency in order to refine the project and initiate the 
preparatory work for the launch of the feasibility studies. 
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 ABOUT COVIVIO 
Thanks to its partnering history, its real estate expertise and its European culture, Covivio is inventing 
today’s user experience and designing tomorrow’s city. 
A preferred real estate player at the European level, Covivio is close to its end users, capturing their 
aspirations, combining work, travel, living, and co-inventing vibrant spaces. 
 
A benchmark in the European real estate market with 24 Bn€ in assets, Covivio offers support to 
companies, hotel brands and territories in their pursuit for attractiveness, transformation and responsible 
performance. 
Build sustainable relationships and well-being, is the Covivio’s Purpose who expresses its role as a 
responsible real estate operator to all its stakeholders: customers, shareholders and financial partners, 
internal teams, local authorities but also to future generations and the planet. Furthermore, its living, 
dynamic approach opens up exciting project and career prospects for its teams. 

 
 
Covivio’s shares are listed in the Euronext Paris A compartment (FR0000064578 - COV) and on the 
MTA market (Mercato Telematico Azionario) of the Milan stock exchange, are admitted to trading on the 
SRD, and are included in the composition of the MSCI, SBF 120, Euronext IEIF “SIIC France” and CAC 
Mid100 indices, in the “EPRA” and “GPR 250” benchmark European real estate indices, EPRA BPRs 
Gold Awards (financial + Sustainability), CDP (A), Green Star GRESB and in the ESG FTSE4 Good, 
DJSI World & Europe, Euronext Vigeo (World 120, Eurozone 120, Europe 120 and France 20), 
Euronext® CDP Environment France EW, Oekom, Ethibel, Sustainalytics and Gaïa ethical indices. 
Covivio is rated BBB+/Stable outlook by Standard and Poor’s. 
 
Notations solicited: 
Financial part:  BBB+ / Stable outlook by Standard and Poor’s 
Extra-financial part: A1+ by Vigeo-Eiris 
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